
Poet and activist R A C H E L M C K I B B E N S is a 
New York Foundation for the Arts poetry fellow and 
author of the critically acclaimed full-length volumes 
of poetry,  Pink Elephant (Small Doggies Press) and Into 
the Dark & Emptying  Field (Small Doggies  Press)   as 
well as  the chapbook,  MAMMOTH (Organic 
Weapon Arts.)  Regarded as  one of the most dynamic 
poetry readers in the country,  McKibbens  is  a nine-
time National Poetry Slam team member,  is the 2009 
Women of the World Poetry Slam champion and the 
2011 National Underground Poetry Slam individual 
champion. 
 
For four years McKibbens taught poetry through the 
Healing Arts Program at Bellevue Hospital in 
Manhattan and continues to teach poetry and 
creative writing and give lectures across  the country 
as  an advocate for mental health awareness,  gender-
equality and victims of violence and domestic abuse. 
Her poems,  short stories, essays and creative non-

fiction have been featured in numerous  journals and 
blogs, including The Academy of American Poets, Tin 
House, Her Kind, The Los Angeles Review, The Best 
American Poetry Blog, The Nervous Breakdown, The 
Rumpus, The London Magazine, The Acentos Review, World 
Literature Today, Radius and The American Poetry Journal.  

McKibbens’  poetry has been described as  “marked 
by an arresting sense of the human spirit as 
unbroken, despite incredible suffering.” The Rumpus 
wrote of Pink Elephant, “McKibbens awakens and 
haunts with selfless honesty.”  
 
In 2011, McKibbens was commissioned by The 
Getty Center in Los  Angeles to write and perform an 
ekphrastic poem for their multi-media poetry event 
Dark Blushing. McKibbens has read her work at 
venues and festivals  across  the nation, including The 
Dodge Poetry Festival, Letras Latinas at Lincoln 
Center, The Filmore Theater (Detroit,  MI), The 
Paramount Theater (Austin, TX),  Split This Rock, 
The Sarah Lawrence Poetry Festival,  The Lincoln 
Theater (Columbus, OH), The Spoken Word & Hip-
Hop Training Institute,  The Drums Inside Your 
Chest,  and Kentucky Women Writers Conference. 
McKibbens  appeared on two seasons of Russell 
Simmons Presents Def Poetry Jam and was featured 
in the poetry slam documentary Slam Planet at 
SXSW.  
 
McKibbens  resides  in upstate New York where she 
teaches poetry and co-curates the monthly reading 
series  Poetry & Pie Night. She is  currently working 
on a memoir about growing up as a child misogynist.  
 
FOR BOOKING INQUIRIES, WRITE TO: 
bookingrachelmck@gmail.com

FOR MORE INFO, CHECK OUT: 
www.rachelmckibbens.com
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